Chapter Four

THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM IN
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

IT IS ONLY POSSIBLE TO SPEAK OF A CZECHOSLOVAKIA

parliamentary system up to September, 1938, when the
disruption of the Republic began. What followed after-
wards, and continued until the German annexation, was
only the shadow of Parliamentarianism, while to-day all
the components of the former Czechoslovakia are under
authoritarian government, just as in the dictator countries.
(Incidentally, it has been said, with reference to the
dictator countries, that a country without parliamentary
government is like a beautiful woman without wit;
but in the light of recent historical developments it would
be more correct to say that it is like a man who is uncon-
sciously digging his own grave.) We will therefore
review the Czechoslovakian parliamentary system as a
piece of history, in the past tense.

The Czechoslovak Constitution, drafted by the so-
called Revolutionary National Assembly between Novem-
ber, 1918 and March, 1920, was modelled, in particular,
on the American and French Constitutions, with Liberty
and Equality for all the citizens of the Republic as its
basic principle. It provided for two legislative bodies,
a Lower and an Upper House (the Senate), and universal
secret suffrage from the age of twenty-one. The Lower
House was to consist of 300 members, all over thirty years
of age, and the Senate of 150, all over forty-five years of
age; the Lower House, as in other Democratic countries,
being invested with greater powers in many respects